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Monday  has  rolled  'round  again — Monday,  the  traditional  washday.    Let's  take 
a  little  time  to  talk  about  the  washing. 

You  probably  never  stopped  to  consider  that  the  way  you  do  your  washing  may 
count  to  your  country  in  wartime.    But  that's  the  fact.  In  wartime  it's  not  enough 
just  to  do  the  washing.     For  the  sake  of  your  country  and  your  family  you  want  to  do 
it  in  such  a  way  that  you'll  save  materials  like  metal,  rubber,  clothes  and  soap  as 
well  as  time  and  energy.    And  you  want  to  do  it  safely  to  prevent  accidents. 

So  today  let's  have  a  look  at  washing  from  the  wartime  point  of  view. 

If  you're  lucky  enough  to  own  a  washing  machine,  you  want  to  use  and  care  for 
it  so  that  it  will  last  and  give  you  good  service.    How  that  war  restrictions  have 
cut  off  the  manufacture  of  washing  machines,  and  you  can  no  longer  buy  a  new  machine 
if  the  one  you  have  breaks  down,  it's  worth  your  while  to  take  great  pains  to  keep 
it  from  breaking  down. 

Two  simple  but  important  rules  for  keeping  any  machine  in  order  are;  Keep  all 
moving  parts  properly  oiled;  and,  Keep  all  bolts  and  screws  tight.    Those  ffclos  are 
most  important  to  remember  if  you  want  your  washing  machine  to  last  and  give  you  best 
service.    If  you  take  care  of  the  oiling  and  tightening  yourself,  you  can  save  many 
trips  for  the  repair  man  and  save  your  machine. 

Learn  from  the  directions  that  came  with  the  machine  when,  where,  and  how 
much  to  oil,  and  the  kind  of  oil  to  use.    Never  neglect  oiling.    But  take  care  not  to 
use  too  much  oil  or  the  wrong  kind. 
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As  a  reminder  to  oil  regularly,  you  can  tie  a  tag  on  the  machine  with  dates  for 
oiling  written  on  the  tag.    Or  you  might  mark  the  dates  on  a  calendar.  The  manuf- 
acturer's directions  usually  tell  how  much  to  oil  the  machine  for  once— a- week  wash- 
ing.   If  you  wash  oftener  than  once  a  week,  the  machine  probably  needs  oiling 
oftener.  ^ 

By  the  way.  some  machines  have  oilless  "bearings.  But  that  doesn't  relieve  you 
of  oiling  other  moving  parts  of  the  machine.  Casters  need  frequent  oiling  "because 
they  are  in  a  position  to  get  wet  and  rust.  The  pedestal  of  the  wringer  needs  oil 
about  every  half  year.    Of  course  you  know  that  you  mustn't  spill  oil  on  any  rubber 
parts.    Oil  softens  and  ruins  rubber.    If  you  get  oil  on  by  mistake,  wash  it  off 
immediately.    If  the  machine  tips  and  spills  oil,  call  in  a  service  man  to  check  and 
replace  oil  or  grease. 

As  for  tightening  the  bolts  and  screws,  go  over  the  machine  about  every  half 
year  and  see  that  every  single  bolt  and  screw  is  tight.  You  can  be  just  as  handy  with 
pliers  and  a  screw  driver  as  the  repair  man —  and  save  time  and  money. 

The  better  you  understand  your  machine,  the  better  you  can  care  for  it.  So 
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read  the  directions  about  it.    Be  sure  you  are  using  it  just  exactly  as  the  direc- 
tions say.    Be  especially  careful  about  putting  in  the  right  amount  of  clothes. 
Machines  differ  in  the  load  they  can  wash  well.     If  you  overload  your  machine,  it 
may  strain  the  motor  or  blow  a  fuse.    Another  point:     Be  sure  to  keep  the  drains  of 
the  washing  machine  free  from  lint,  and  the  surfaces  clean  and  dry.    Wash  and  dry 
the  machine  after  washing  the  clothes. 

Not  only  the  washing  machine  but  also  all  other  laundry  equipment  is  precious 
these  days,  even  the  rope  or  wire  for  the  clothes  line.    Tubs,  boards,  boilers, 
wringers,  clothes  pins  and  line,  all  deserve  care  to    make  them  last.    You  may  not 
be  able  to  replace  them  if  they  wear  out. 

And  remember  that  rough  handling  may  damage  any  of  this  equipment.  Rough 
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handling  may  chip,  break,  dent  or  cause  leaks.    Rough  Scouring  powdor  may  ruin  smootl 
surfaces.    3e  particularly  careful  with  porcelain  enamel  tubs  not  to  chip  the  enamel 
when  you  fasten  on  the  wringer,  put  in  the  hoard,  or  lift  out  clothes  with  a  stick. 

You  can't  afford  to  have  a  leaky  faucet  these  days  either.    Dripping  water  in 
a  tub  wears  down  enamel  and  often  leaves  rust  stains  and  hard  water  stains.  If 
faucet  starts  to  drip,  save  the  enamel  and  hours  of  cleaning  by  putting  in  a  new 
washer,  or  a  fuller  bulb,  or  valve  at  once. 

Tubs  need  washing  and  drying  after  the  washing  is  done.  Wash  in  hot  soaps'- 
water.  It's  safe  for  any  kind  of  tub.  Hard-water  stains  on  enamel  or  zinc  tubs  you 
can  rub  off  with  a  mixture  of  kerosene  oil  and  powdered  whiting.  (Powdered  whiting 
is  chalk,  you  know.  It  won't  scratch  or  scrape). 

As  for  the  washboa.rd,  whether  it's  zinc,  brass,  tin,  enamel,  or  glass,  handle 
it  carefully.  If  you  aro  rough,  you  may  dent  or  loosen  the  metal,  chip  or  crack 
enamel,  or  break  glass.  Never  leave  the  washboard  soaking  in  waiter.  This  softens  the 
wood  and  causes  cracks  and  splinters.    Never  use  harsh  scouring  powder  on  the  board. 
It  may  scratch  the  surface  or  wear  off  tin  place  leaving  iron  underneath  exposed  to 
rust. 

What  about  clothes  lines  and  pins?  Take  down  a  rope  line  after  every  washing. 
Wind  i  t  up  and  keep  it  in  a  clean  place.  Rope  is  scarce  and  valuable  in  warti&o.  Out 
in  the  weather  and  dirt  rope  wears  out  fast  and  may  stain  clothes.  Keep  a  wire  line 
free  of  rust  by  rubbing  with  kerosene  oil  after  each  use.  As  for  clothes  pins,  don't 
leave  thorn  out  on  the  line.  Keep  them  in  a  clean  protected  place  indoors.  An  apron 
with  big  pockets  for  clothes  pins  saves  time  when  you  are  hanging  out  clothes.  So 
does  a  bag  that  hooks  over  the  line  and  slides  along  as  you  need  it. 

Well,  these  are  just  a  few  little  ways  to  save  on  washday.    Little  ways  to 
save  valuable  materials,  and  time,  and  energy  in  these  emergency  days. 
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